paying fairly for a great product or
service. I pay $80 a month for cable TV
and another $45 a month for cable In-
ternet. I pay $70 for two cell phones and
$127 for long-term care insurance.
NAREFE is a great service, and I don't
careifyou charge $3.33 amonth or $10
amonth In fact, if paying $10a month
would better protect my retirement
pension and health care insurance, Id
welcome the opportunity to pay it
Second, I recognize my CSRS pen-
sion is my biggest financial asset. I re-
searched with actuarial services to
learn what it would cost to buy a retire-
ment pension like the one I have, in-
cluding the spousal survivorship at 55
percent and the COLA. For every
$10,000 in pension, Fd have to pay
about a $225,000 lump sum up front.
Right now, 1 pay about $500 per year
for financial information to help me
manage a stock portfolio that is less
than the vahze of my pension, and Fm.
happy to do it because the information
helps protect my assets. In comparison,
I spend less than the cost of two of my
grandchildren’s Happy Meals a month
to enjoy the advocacy and sexvices of
NARFE, and I know it will benefit my
grandchildren more than the chicken
nuggets. NARFE dues—even doubled
or tripled-are still my best bargain
Harvey Slentz,
Amelia Island, FL

Small Price to Pay

s just one NARFE member

column in the May 2009 NARFEmaga-
zine. The $3 per month, or $39 per year,

E

i5 a small price to contzibute for the

forts to monitor the retirement benefits

that we all enjoy.

1 moved to Florida in the last four -

months from the Washington, DC, area.

‘When I was working, I daily monitored - -

the Mike Causey column at Federal

column in The Washingfon Post to see -

the latest information. I also discussed

ployees at the federal agency where I
worked at the Washington Navy Yard.

Now that I am in Florida enjoying
the sunshine and activities, I do not
have the time or IT/PC equipment to

do this, so I depend on NARFE and iis
staff

“one dues” for all members idea, andI

have no problem with it.

I do appreciate how smoothly the
NARFE staff processed my recent -
change of address and change of °

Steve Elliot,
The Villages, FL. -

chapter transfer action.
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